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THE WILL AND THE
CODICIL OF GOD

By Pastor ‘Tunde Bakare

GENESIS 41:1, GENESIS 42:9

By definition, a will is a legal
document outlining how you
want your assets distributed
after your death, while a codicil
is a supplementary document
that modifies or adds to an
existing will, essentially acting
as an amendment to make
small changes without
creating an entirely new will.
We can think of a codicil as a
mini will that updates specific
aspects of your original will.
Simply put, a will is a primary
document that establishes
your wishes regarding your
estate, while a codicil is used to
make minor changes to that
existing will.

If a man dies without leaving a
will, he is said to have died
intestate. But if he leaves a

will behind, he is called a
testator.

A testament or a will has no
effect while the testator lives. It

is only in force after men are
dead.

The will is often referred to as
the last will or testament of the
testator who wrote or left a will
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(Hebrews 9:11-17).

If Christ is the mediator of the
new covenant, then there must
have been an old covenant
(Hebrews 8:7-13). The Old
Testament is the will of God,
while the New Testament is His
codicil (Hebrews 10:1-10). The
codicil completely amends the
will.

However, note that not
everything in the Old
Testament has been amended
or set aside by the New
Testament.

The Old Testament enfolds the
New Testament while the New
Testament unfolds the Old
Testament. Simply put, all the
essentials in the OIld
Testament have been fulfilled
by the Lord Jesus Christ in the
New Testament (Matthew
5:17-20). Jesus came to fulfill
the law by completing its
purpose and bringing it to its
intended goal.

What has now been set aside is
tithing under the Levitical
priesthood, not the
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Melchizedek priesthood
(Hebrews 7:11-22).

Not only has Jesus become a
surety of a better covenant,
but he also obtained a more
excellent ministry as a
mediator of this better
covenant that is now
established on better promises
(Hebrews 8:1-6). Better
covenant, excellent ministry,
and better promises are the
things the Lord Jesus has
brought to us in His codicil, by
virtue of His shed blood on the
Cross.

No one can separate the
excellent ministry, better
covenant, and better promises
from what Abraham did when
he gave a tenth of the spoils of
war to Melchizedek. He did
that, not under the law, but by
faith. This tithe given willingly
by Abraham without any
demand by or pressure from
Melchizedek remains a
standard and a pattern today
for those who are the seed of
Abraham because Jesus said
so, and the Bible confirms it
(John 8:37-39).

One of the things Abraham did
was obey God by giving tithes

and making sacrifices as God
led him. So, if you are
Abraham's seed and you sow,
you will receive everything
Abraham received (Galatians
3:7-9; 3:26-29; 3:15-18).

The least you can do in
anticipation of the spoils of war
and significant breakthroughs
is to give your tithe from your
weekly or monthly income or
remuneration. So, before the
spoils of war come and
significant breakthroughs
manifest, the least you can do
in the interim is to be faithful in
small things (Luke 16:10-16).

Genuine believers must
embrace the truth contained in
the Old Testament, which has
not been set aside or made
obsolete by the New
Testament. For this purpose,
texts in the Old Testament are
often quoted in the New
Testament (2 Timothy 3:14-
17, Psalm 16:8-11, Acts
2:22-28, Proverbs 25:21-22,
Romans 12:17-21).

Regarding the giving of
firstfruits from the Old
Testament, we are instructed
to honour the Lord with our
possessions and the firstfruits

The CGCC...A community where we love God, love people; serve God, serve people

@ www.thecitadelglobal.org | @3 citadelglobalonline | EGIEIEd @thecitadelgcc

A PRODUCTION OF THE PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT



THE CITADEL GLOBAL COMMUNITY CHURCH

1 SEARCH THE
.SCRIPTURES
0 NUGGETS

of all our increase (Proverbs
3:9-10). Let no one sweet-talk
you into giving your January
income as your firstfruits of
the year. God specifically
mentioned the firstfruits of
your increase, that
is, the increase
that comes on your
regular income. It
is a different
matter if you
willingly choose to
give your first
income in a new
year to the Lord or
you are led by the
Holy Spirit so to do
(1 Samuel 17:54).
What you pay from
your regular
income is your
tithes, not
firstfruits of your
increase.

When you give to
God, your
resources may
leave your hands,
but they do not depart from
your life.

The overall New Testament
pattern for giving is by the
leading of the Holy Spirit and
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by grace. This grace can be
intentionally taught and
transmitted into a local church
(2 Corinthians 8:6-9).

As the Holy Spirit leads you in
your giving, make sure you

1

If Christ is the mediator
of the new covenant,
then there must have
been an old covenant
(Hebrews 8:7-13). The
Old Testament is the will
of God, while the New
Testament is His codicil
(Hebrews 10:1-10).

The codicil completely

amends the will.

))

give to God gracefully,
bountifully, and cheerfully.
The other three ways not to
give to God are: do not give to
God sparingly, grudgingly, and
compulsively.
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